
   
 

Minutes of  the February Edition of Members’ General Meeting – Nigeria Region 

The February General meeting of the Occupational Safety and Health Association United 

Kingdom (OSHAssociation UK) – Nigeria Region held virtually on the 12th February, 2020 by 

4pm via the association’s zoom platform. The meeting was anchored by Ms. Chidinma Ejike, the 

Programme Coordinator for the region. 

 

Theme: “Safe Acts… Safe Environments”. 

Attendance: over 45 members were in attendance 

 

Agenda:  

i) Address by the New Regional President 

ii) Technical Presentation 

iii) Modes of engagement for members and areas of collaboration 

iv) National Safety Advocacy Project Briefing  

 

Highlights: 

Introduction 

 The meeting Commenced at 4:00pm (WAT), with Ms. Chidinma welcoming all members 

to the first official meeting of the year and created room for introduction of distinguished 

guests, fellows, and stakeholders. 

 Key note speech was given by Engr. Emmanuel Uwalaka who welcomed all the members 

present, and introduced the Fellows and international stakeholders. He noted that this 

meeting was an avenue for members to discuss and brainstorm on the way forward, in 

enhancing effectiveness and efficiency in actualizing our set goals in other to reach out to 

all Nigerians which is part of the mandate of the association.  

 The Regional President, Dr. Amb. Aderemi Olusegun appreciated everyone who was at the 

meeting and reminded them that all will be actively involved in achieving the association’s 

objectives and assured that measures will be put in place to create more active state 

chapters. 

 



   
 

Announcement and Briefing from the Secretariat 

 Ms. Chidinma Ejike informed members about the upcoming 6th batch online masterclass 

and encouraged members to invite other persons in their network to register for this master 

class which will start on 28th February while Online Exams will be taken on the 13th of 

March, 2021. 

 She also informed the house that next membership induction, which is hosted by Ghana 

region, was coming up on the 27th of March, 2021. She reminded the members of the 

opportunity to key into the referral scheme of the association by referring other persons to 

join the Association. 

 She notified the members that  an educative telegram group has been created and urged 

members to be part of the interactive sessions which hold every Saturday by 6pm Nigerian 

time 

 On modes of Engagement, Engr. Emmanuel Uwalaka explained the following:  

i. To move forward as regards the National Safety Advocacy Project (2021 – 2023), 

a committee will be formed which will comprise of at least two (2) persons from 

all MDAs, which is expected to create more awareness on the Project.  

ii. Various innovative platforms are being created and would be launched to enable 

the smooth running of operations across the region which would feature an all-

inclusive membership dashboard specifically for tracking of registration and 

allotment of referral commissions; 

iii. All members are reminded to invite their friends, colleagues and family to get safety 

knowledge which will help them in every aspect of their lives as OSHAssociation 

training is very theoretical, practical and interactive. 

Technical Presentation 

 Mr. Duruvwe Okiemute Anderson, a HSE Manager at Tonco Construction & Marine 

Services Limited made a brief presentation on “10 Tenets of Operations (Operational 

Excellence)”. During the presentation, he emphasised on Safety Consciousness giving 

practical and relatable instances. He encouraged all workers, and everyone even in their 

homes to adhere to safety principles noting that ‘Safety is our responsibility; in Safety there 

is no holiday; and Safety should be our priority’. 

Questions and Comments 

 Engr. Uwalaka thanked Mr. Duruwve for his time and presentation which was indeed 

enriching, and encouraged other members to always endeavor to share safety knowledge 

with other members especially in forums like this. He encouraged members to notify the 

secretariat of their interest in making presentations in subsequent meetings.  



   
 On the question of how to handle environmental noise pollutions within residential areas 

which was raised by Ms. Chidinma, Engr. Uwalaka advised that precautions should be 

taken when sourcing for accommodation. He added that there was the need to carry out  

safety inspection and risk analysis before renting an apartment as this will guard against 

unforeseen safety hazards and discomfort which may arise from polluted environments. 

Barr. Sam Otobeze added that dialogue was always effective in addressing such situations. 

He advised on consulting a third party if the affected person could not talk to the offender 

directly. Also, stating the potential risk/harm to the offender alongside sharing evidential 

resources could also result in corrective action to address the issue. 

 Mr. Charles Enwesi, emphasised that Safety Awareness and consciousness is not only 

meant for just one person. In his words, ‘Everyone is entitled to safety education, so there 

should be a collaborative effort in achieving that as it will help to reduce the risks of 

incidents occurrence’. 

 Another question was asked by another member  on the implications of using mobile 

phones in the kitchen to which Engr. Mali gave the response, that the use of mobile phones 

in the kitchen was not particularly harmful as it can cause little no hazard at all. However, 

Barr. Sam A.C. Otobeze remarked stating clearly that while mobile phones could be used, 

it is highly discouraged because generally mobile phones are distractors, hence severe 

hazards can be caused in the kitchen if mobile phone is in use when making dishes in the 

kitchen. Also Mr. Okafor innocent made a comment stating that phones have radioactive 

waves which can be attracted by gas leakage in the kitchen and can lead to a high level of 

explosion, and so he discouraged the use phones in the kitchen. 

 Engr. Mali added that electric charges generated on synthetic wares can cause great hazards 

if it comes in contact with cooking gas or fuel, so precautions should be taken wherever 

fuels are involved. 

 Thirdly Mr. Desmond Olanrewaju, the Technical Assistant to the Regional Administrator 

of OSHassociation asked about strategies to take safety education to those who are not 

aware. Engr. Uwalaka responded that it was not enough for only a few people to get safety 

knowledge. He explained that to achieve massive awareness on safety, it is necessary to 

educate everyone within our individual network because, safety advocacy and intervention 

should be a necessity for everyone. Mr. Charles Enwesi supported the personal safety 

intervention which involves educating people in every environment on the consequences 

of their unsafe acts.  

 

Closing Remarks 

 Engr. Uwalaka encouraged all participants to endeavor to drive the goal of the association 

in all their areas of engagement. He stated that in other to achieve the National Safety 



   
Advocacy, collaborative efforts will be needed, and added that the Association was open 

to recommendations for Safety Ambassadors. 

Mr. Leon Lee – the Regional Administrator OSHAssociation UK – Benin Republic, added 

that we are the ones to inspire others, leading by example in every place including our 

homes.  

 The Regional President, Dr. Amb. Aderemi Olusegun thanked everyone who participated 

and reminded them that his administration will be an all-inclusive one, and as such, 

suggestions and ideas will be accepted. Furthermore, he reiterated that there is the need for 

collaborative efforts and perseverance. He encouraged all state chapters that are currently 

active and promised that measures are being put in place to make sure safety education gets 

to the grassroot. 

 Mr. Paul Sunday in his closing remarks thanked everyone who participated in the meeting 

and encouraged them to always be safety conscious and always preach safety in all they 

do. 

Adjournment  

The motion for meeting adjournment was moved by Mr. Muazu Imman and Seconded by Mr. 

Victor Obanla. The meeting came to an end at about 6:12pm. 

 

Signed, 

 

Gabriel Idiege 

Admin,  

OSHAssociation UK – Nigeria region 

 

 

 


